
Coversheet: Review of Home-based Early 

Childhood Education: Proposals for 

change 

Advising agencies Ministry of Education 

Decision sought Regulatory changes to raise the quality of 

home-based early childhood education 

Proposing Minister Hon Chris Hipkins 

Summary: Problem and Proposed 
Approach 

Problem Definition 

What problem or opportunity does this proposal seek to address? Why is Government 
intervention required? 

Home-based early childhood education is the fastest growing part of the early learning sector. 

It has also changed significantly since it was first regulated in the 1990s. There is a need to 

ensure the right policy settings are in place so that parents and whanau with children in 

home-based ECE can be assured their children are receiving quality education and care, and 

government funding is also supporting quality. 

Proposed Approach 

How will Government intervention work to bring about the desired change? How is this 
the best option? 

The three tiered regulatory system used in ECE is a key lever for ensuring delivery of home­

based ECE is of a high quality because it can provide certainty and clarity of the standard of 

service and oversight required from home-based providers. Funding is the other key lever. 

Cabinet decisions are being sought on a mix of funding and regulatory changes. 

Section B: Summary Impacts: Benefits and 
costs 

Who are the main expected beneficiaries and what is the nature of the expected 
benefit? 

Monetised and non-monetised benefits 

Children 
• Variability in the quality of education and care in home-based settings is reduced

compared to the status quo, meaning a higher proportion of children in these settings

experience quality interactions and positive outcomes, including increased school

readiness.
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