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This Addendum contains legal advice, which is legally privileged. Before any public release, 

legal advice should be requested to identify which text is legal advice, and to determine what 

should be withheld. 

Agency disclosure statement 

This regulatory impact statement is an addendum to the Regulatory Impact Statement 
Automated Decision-Making in the Welfare System (RIS) completed in February 2025 and 
should be read in conjunction with that RIS. 

The RIS provided analysis relating to decisions being sought to: 

• amend the Social Security Act 2018 (the Act) with a broad authorising provision that
would allow the Ministry of Social Development (MSD) to use Automated Decision­
Making (ADM) across its portfolio responsibilities, accompanied by appropriate
safeguards; and

•  

This addendum discusses proposals relating to: 

• improving the safeguards and consultation for the Ministry of Social Development's
(MSD's) ADM Standard (which will be contained in MSD's broad authorising provision for
ADM); and

• additional aspects of the proposed policy design that are required to remediate
mandatory reviews, medical reviews and end of school year processes. These were
identified during the development of the Social Security (Modernisation) Amendment Bill
(the Bill). Most of these proposals largely codify operational practice

The limitations and constraints on analysis that were identified in the RIS also apply to the 
analysis in this addendum. These include the fact that MSD is seeking to maintain or 
improve current practice through the remediation options for ADM processes where 
appropriate and has not extensively explored other policy changes due to operational and 
funding constraints. Time constraints have meant that although MSD consulted with relevant 
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