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Updates 

Chief Executive’s Final Oceans Seven Swim 

For information 

As you know, Ministry for Regulation Chief Executive Gráinne Moss has been on leave while 
undertaking the final swim in her Oceans Seven challenge. On 19 June, after 12 ½ hours of 

swimming Gráinne successfully completed the swim. Gráinne is the first Irish woman in history to do 
so. 

RNZ’s Nine to Noon segment covered this year’s swim1. Gráinne returns on 29 June. 

Contact: Andrew Royle, Acting Chief Executive, Ph:  

Ombudsman Final Opinion on Ministry’s OIA leadership, culture and practices 

For information 

We have received the Chief Ombudsman’s Final Opinion on his self-initiated investigation into the 
Ministry’s Official Information Act (OIA) leadership, culture and practices.  

 

  

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
   

 
 

 
 The Ministry will publish the report on 

its website once it has been published by the Office of the Ombudsman. 

We note that the Office of the Ombudsman has also provided you a copy of the Final Opinion.  

Contact: Aisling Risdon, Head of Ministerial and Strategic Services,  

Hospitality Review  

For information 

 

1 https://www.rnz.co.nz/national/programmes/ninetonoon/audio/2019040262/irish-kiwi-grainne-moss-

completes-oceans-seven-challenge  
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Contact: Hannah McGlue, Manager Regulatory Reviews,  

Offensive Trades Review 

For information 

The draft Cabinet paper was sent for agency and ministerial consultation on 24 June 2026, with 
feedback due by 1 July 2026. We will make any necessary updates swiftly to ensure your office 

receives a final version for lodging on 2 July 2026. 

As advised in last week’s update, the Ministry of Health have engaged with the Parliamentary 

Counsel Office to get the Offensive Trades Order drafting process underway. We have been advised 
that drafting instructions were sent on 23 June 2026. 

Contact: Justine Fitzmaurice, Manager Regulatory Reviews,  

 

Solar Panel Review 

For information 

We sent the draft report and Cabinet paper out for agency consultation on 22 June 2026. We intend 
to provide you with the report and Cabinet paper on 2 July. Subject to your feedback, Ministerial 

consultation will start on 6 July and we are targeting EXP on 21 July and Cabinet on 27 July. 

Contact: Justine Fitzmaurice, Manager Regulatory Reviews,  
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Red Tape Tipline (including the fuel tipline) 

For information 

As of 23 June 2026, the Ministry has received:  

• 1,678 submissions on potential red tape issues (an increase of 17 in the last week), and  

• 128 fuel-related tips since the remit of the tipline expanded on 29 March 2026 (no change in 

number over the last two weeks).  

We continue to work towards the next bundle of deregulatory options to be delivered to you in late 

July.  Some of the issues under consideration include:  

 

Toy Standards Red Tape Tipline Issue 

On 22 June, Cabinet agreed to modernise the Product Safety Standards (Children’s Toys) 

Regulations 2005 by declaring New Zealand will align with Australia and adopt wider international 

standards.  

The Ministry for Regulation progressed this issue as a low complexity review in December 2025. In 

early 2026, you reached agreement with the Minister of Commence and Consumer Affairs for this 

changed to be implemented. 

The changes will promote trade by reducing the costs of supplying regulated toys to New Zealand, 
while still ensuring toys are safe for children with an estimated net benefit of $3.6m over a 10-year 

period. 

We understand an announcement is expected towards the end of next week being led by Minister 

Brewer’s office. 

Contact: Alex McMinn, Acting Manager Regulatory Reviews,  
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