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Updates 

Hospitality Review 

For information 

 
 

 

 
  

This week we met with Minister McKee to discuss the Hospitality Review (the Review) and 

understand her position, as the Minister responsible for alcohol.  She supported the issues we 
recommended progressing in the Hospitality Review [MFR2025-310 refers] and agreed with the 

ones we did not recommend progressing as part of the Review. Minister McKee asked to be briefed 

again as we begin forming options for change, ensuring we have robust evidence to support those 
options. 

 

  

Minister McKee requested that the Ministry for Regulation provide some oversight of the alcohol 
legislation currently being progressed, to ensure alignment with the Review findings. The Review 

team will discuss how to fulfil this request with our Ministry of Justice colleagues, noting that we 

have been involved in the development of this Bill as part of the Hairdressing and Barbering 

Regulatory Review as well as oversight from the hospitality review.  

Work continues on the two key deliverables for February. These are: 

• 

• 

Contact: Hannah McGlue, Manager Regulatory Reviews,  

Telecommunications Review 

For information 

We have provided you with an updated Cabinet Paper and a cover briefing outlining the changes 
from our original recommendations. The Cabinet Paper is due to be considered at the Cabinet 

Economic Policy Committee on 11 February 2026. 

Contact: Cherie Engelbrecht, Acting Manager Regulatory Reviews,  
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Product Labelling Review 

For information 

The Review team has incorporated agency feedback into the final report, which has undergone an 
independent review by an external firm. We have provided you with both the report and the draft 

Cabinet paper this week [MFR2025-313 refers]. We will discuss your feedback on the report at the 
agency meeting on 3 February 2026. 

We are continuing to engage with the Ministry for Primary Industries (MPI) and other key agencies 
on the digital labelling trial under the Food Act 2014. Consultation on the trial closed on 

19 December 2025 and MPI is currently reviewing the submissions and preparing a summary of 
them for Ministers. We understand MPI is developing a process to take expressions of interest to 
participate in the trial, and we will continue to engage with them about progress on this. 

Contact: Justine Fitzmaurice, Manager Regulatory Reviews,  

Red Tape Tipline 

For information 

As of 28 January 2026, the Ministry has received a total of 1,516 submissions on potential red tape 

issues. We currently have 44 low-complexity reviews underway (relating to 189 public 
submissions). You will receive the next deregulatory bundle in February. 

Some of the issues we are currently reviewing include:  

•  

 

•  
 

Contact: Hannah McGlue, Manager Regulatory Reviews,  
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