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Updates 

Regulatory Standards Board establishment 

For information 

Applications for the Regulatory Standards Board closed on 14 January 2026, with 138 applications 
received.  

Overall, we found the quality of the applicants to be of a very high quality.  

You received a briefing this week confirming a shortlist of candidates suitable for interview and 

seeking your selection of 18 candidates to progress to interview by the panel [MFR2026-012 refers]. 

Interviews are scheduled to start on the week of 9 February 2026. 

Contact: Anshuman Chakraborty, Head of Legal & Board Establishment,  

Hospitality Review 

For information 

 

 
 Your office extended an invitation to Ministers for us to meet with them to take them 

through the issues and our proposed approach to the Review. Minister Hoggard has said there is 
no need for a meeting. We are meeting with Minister McKee on 29 January 2026; and your office is 

following up on the invitation with Minister Upston. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Contact: Hannah McGlue, Manager Regulatory Reviews,  

Telecommunications Review 

For information 

Following further discussions between your office and Minister Goldsmith’s office we have 

provided you with an updated Cabinet Paper and a cover briefing outlining the changes from our 
original recommendations. We understand that Minister Goldsmith will not see the advice until 
next week, as he is not receiving any papers this weekend. The Cabinet Paper is due to be 
considered at the Cabinet Economic Policy Committee  on 11 February 2026. 

Contact: Cherie Engelbrecht, Acting Manager Regulatory Reviews,  
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Product Labelling Review 

For information 

The final report draft was sent to agencies on 16 January 2026, with feedback due by 
23 January 2026. We will provide you with the report and Cabinet paper on 30 January 2026.    

We are continuing to engage with the Ministry for Primary Industries (MPI) and other key agencies 

on the digital labelling trial under the Food Act 2014. Consultation on that trial closed on 
19 December 2025 and MPI is currently reviewing the submissions and preparing a summary of 

them for Ministers. We understand MPI is also developing a process to take expressions of interest 
in participating in the trial, and we will continue to engage with them about progress on this. 

Contact: Justine Fitzmaurice, Manager Regulatory Reviews,  

Future reviews 

For information 

 

 
  

We are currently working on terms of reference for Review 7 and have provided you with a briefing 

this week about the possible topics for Review 8 [MFR2026-004 refers], which we would like to 
discuss with you at our next Agency meeting on 27 January 2025. 

Contact: Cherie Engelbrecht, Acting Manager Regulatory Reviews,  

Red Tape Tipline 

For information 

As of 21 January 2026, the Ministry has received a total of 1,511 submissions on potential red tape 

issues. We currently have 64 low-complexity reviews underway (relating to 188 public 
submissions). You will receive the next deregulatory bundle in February. 

Some of the issues we are currently reviewing include:  

•  

 

 

•  
 

Contact: Hannah McGlue, Manager Regulatory Reviews,  
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