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Updates 
Industrial Hemp Review 
For information 

The Cabinet Expenditure and Regulatory Review Committee agreed to all recommendations from 
the review into Industrial Hemp Regulations. Cabinet will consider the paper Addressing 
unnecessary regulatory burden on the hemp sector [MFR2025-298 refers] on 10 November 2025. 
We are preparing for an announcement of Cabinet decisions.  

Contact: Colm Williams, Principal Advisor | 

 

Hospitality Review  
For information 

Sector consultations will conclude next week following great engagement with the different peak 
bodies representing various players in the sector. Hospitality New Zealand, the Restaurants 
Association and the Hotel Council Aotearoa are doing one last push amongst their members, 
encouraging them to have their say by 12 November 2025.  

To date there have been 99 submissions (56 from business owners, 23 from regulators, 12 from 
hospitality workers, 4 from interested parties, and 4 from representative bodies of hospitality 
businesses). Remaining submissions are from regulators, hospitality workers and other interested 
parties, including organisations that represent hospitality businesses.  

 
  

 
 

 
 

 

Contact: Hannah McGlue, Manager, Regulatory Reviews | 

 

Telecommunications Review  
For information 

The Review team has provided you and Minister Goldsmith with the draft Cabinet paper, briefing, 
and summary of the Review’s final report. Agency consultation on the Cabinet paper is due to start 
on 11 November, and Ministerial consultation to commence on 18 November.  

The Cabinet paper is due to be lodged by 27 November for Cabinet Expenditure and Regulatory 
Review Committee (EXP) on 2 December.  We will provide you with the full report and summary of 
engagement before the Cabinet paper goes for Ministerial Consultation.  

Contact: Cherie Engelbrecht, Acting Manager, Regulatory Reviews |
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Product Labelling Review 

For information 

The Review team is considering agency feedback on the issues paper and have shared our options 
analysis with the Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment (MBIE), the Commerce 
Commission, the Ministry for Primary Industries (MPI), the Department of Internal Affairs, and  
Medsafe. We are engaging with key consumer organisations like Coeliac New Zealand (NZ), Allergy 
NZ, the Heart Foundation, Diabetes Foundation NZ, and Stroke Aotearoa NZ. Additionally, we have 
engaged with Whaikaha – Ministry for Disabled People and the Office of Ethnic Communities. We  
are meeting with your Office on 10 November to share the Review’s emerging findings and 
options. 

[Commercially Sensitive] Engagement is ongoing with MPI, MBIE, and the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade as work advances on a potential import exemption to facilitate the entry of a 
new supermarket entrant. This week, we gave MPI further feedback on the draft Cabinet paper and 
consultation factsheet regarding a digital labelling trial for the import exemption proposal 
supporting a new supermarket entrant. Our comments focused on the exemption’s scope, 
timeline, and post-exemption plans. MPI plans to lodge the Cabinet paper on 6 November 2025.   

Contact: Justine Fitzmaurice, Manager, Regulatory Reviews |  

 

Regulatory Standards Bill 
For information 

House Progress 
Following advice from the Leaders Office we are planning for completion of the committee 
stage and the third reading during the week of 17 November. We understand from your office no 
further material is required in preparation of your third reading speech. We will provide you with 
a legislative statement for the third reading on 10 November. 

United Nations (UN) Committee on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination  

New Zealand is due to be examined by the UN Committee on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial 
Discrimination (CERD). In preparation for the examination, the CERD Committee has provided 
specific questions that will be raised.  The questions include the impact of the Regulatory 
Standards Bill (RSB) on the role of the Treaty of Waitangi, indigenous rights protection, and the 
functions of the judiciary and Waitangi Tribunal.  

The Ministry of Justice is currently preparing a pack of material that will support the New Zealand 
delegation to respond to questions during the review. The information that will be included has 
been pulled together from publicly available explanatory material about the RSB, and we have 
provided feedback. 

Contact: Pip Van Der Scheer, Acting Deputy Chief Executive, Policy |  
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