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Updates 

Regulatory Standards Bill 
For information 

We have initiated engagement with agencies for the purposes of identifying legislation that may 
be suitable for exemption from the RSB, via the issuing of a Notice.   

This is in line with the proposed approach set out in MFR2025-252 Regulatory Standards Bill -
revised process for developing advice on exemptions. The approach, in summary, will involve: 

• Engaging with agencies to identify possible exemptions during October, with reference to the 
framework contained in MFR2025-235 Regulatory Standards Bill - Proposed framework for 
considering exemptions; 

• Subsequent to agency engagement, providing you with advice on possible exemptions; 
• Subject to your decisions on this advice, drafting a Cabinet paper seeking approval for the 

contents of an initial Notice, with agency and Ministerial consultation on the draft Cabinet 
paper occurring after Royal Assent of the Bill. 

Contact: Andrew Royle, Deputy Chief Executive, Policy | Ph: 

Early Childhood Education (ECE) Review 
For information 

As commissioned by your office, we are providing input into a briefing that the Ministry of 
Education is developing on proposed changes to the licensing criteria for ECE centre-based 
services. You are due to receive the briefing on 10 October 2025. 

Contact: Justine Fitzmaurice, Manager Regulatory Reviews | Ph:  

Agricultural and Horticultural Review 
For information  

Following your meeting with the Minister for the Environment and the Minister for Food Safety on 
30 September 2025, we are supporting agencies to provide an informative report on the 
implementation of the Review’s recommendations. This will be provided for the third Sector 
Leaders Forum meeting on 13 October 2025 and shared with you as Joint Review Minister.  

We are meeting with the Independent Chair of the Sector Leaders Forum on 6 October 2025 to 
brief him on the Review, its recommendations, and our expectations for the forum and his role. 

Contact: Paul Delahunty, DCE Reviews and System Capability |  Ph: 
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Telecommunications Review  
For information 

Contact: Cherie Engelbrecht, Acting Manager, Regulatory Reviews | Ph:

Industrial Hemp  
For information 

Contact: Colm Williams, Principal Advisor | Ph: 

Product Labelling Review 
For information 

The Terms of Reference for the Review has now been formally confirmed following Ministerial 
consultation. Agencies have been notified of this outcome. 

We plan to publicly release the Terms of Reference on our website and our LinkedIn page on 
6 October 2025. Once the Terms of Reference is publicly released, we will email all stakeholders 
who participated in the consultation process to inform them that the scope has now been 
confirmed. 

The Review team has commenced investigations into key issues and is actively engaging with 
agencies as the work progresses. 

Contact: Justine Fitzmaurice, Manager, Regulatory Reviews | Ph:  

Hospitality Review 
For information 

Agencies have been sent the finalised Terms of Reference. Starting on the week of 6 October 2025, 
we will be undertaking stakeholder engagement including meeting with Hospitality New Zealand, 
Restaurant Association of New Zealand, and the Hotel Council Aotearoa ahead of the Review’s 
announcement. 

Our communications team has provided your office with a draft press release and supporting 
information. We await confirmation of the announcement date and location. 

Contact: Nicola Blackburn, Acting Manager, Regulatory Reviews | Ph:  
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Regulatory Response Team / Red Tape Tipline 
For information 

As of 1 October 2025, the Ministry has received a total of 1,289 submissions on red tape issues. 
We currently have 31 investigations underway (relating to 194 public submissions).   

Some of the issues the Ministry is currently investigating include: 

Contact: Colm Williams, Principal Advisor | Ph: 

Proactively Released

S 9(2)(f)(iv)

S 9(2)(f)(iv)

S 9(2)(a)




