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This aide-memoire provides you with an update on timing ahead of the Ministry
Purpose for Regulation’s Departmental Report on the Regulatory Standards Bill being
provided to Select Committee.

The Finance and Expenditure Committee (FEC) has agreed a timeframe for

considering the Regulatory Standards Bill that achieves a report back to the

House by 23 September 2025. To meet this timeframe, FEC intends to consider

the Ministry for Regulation’s Departmental Report on 30 July 2025. [Generally,

we have been asked to provide FEC with material by COP the Friday prior to

consideration, to provide FEC with sufficient reading time. This means we will
Background need to provide a copy of the final report by 25 July.]

Prior to FEC’s consideration of the departmental report, there will be further
Cabinet consideration of the Bill in light of submissions to FEC, as agreed by
Cabinet at its meeting on 5 May ([CAB-25-MIN-0148 refers).

A timeline that sets out the steps that will be required ahead of Cabinet is
attached as Annex One.

Implications for ministerial consultation and Cabinet lodgement

To meet the Cabinet and FEC deadlines, the timeline provides for truncated
ministerial consultation on the paper from 10 to 14 July (three working days),
and proceeds on the basis that the paper would be lodged directly for Cabinet
for consideration on 21 July. We anticipate your office would need to seek the
necessary agreements to these arrangements.

) Scope of material for Cabinet
Key issues

Due to the high volume of submissions (estimated to be around 165,000 in total),
it will not be possible to include a full draft departmental report for Cabinet’s
consideration, as agreed by Cabinet on 5 May.

Instead, the timetable envisages providing a summary of key themes and
seeking Cabinet agreement to any policy decisions that change orimpact on
decisions previously made by Cabinet, should you wish to make policy
adjustments following consideration of submissions and ministerial consultation



The timeline in Annex One sets out when policy decisions will be required from
you in order to finalise Cabinet material, noting that this would require a very
short turnaround from you early next week.
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Annex One: RSB timetable

Wednesday 2 July -
Tuesday 8 July

COP Tuesday 8 July

Midday Wednesday
9 July

COP Wednesday 9
July

Thursday 10 July -
Monday 14 July

Ministry for Regulation continues to review submissions to
identify specific feedback. Analysis will inform advice, on
proposed changes, should you wish to make policy
adjustments following consideration of submissions and
ministerial consultation.

Cover briefing and table of recommendations provided to
the Minister for Regulation for decisions.

Minister’s office provides final decisions on policy
proposals.

Final Cabinet paper provided to Minister’s office for
approval ahead of ministerial consultation.

Ministerial consultation on Cabinet material.
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Assumptions/requirements to deliver

We will develop a table setting out feedback on the Bill’s
provisions along with our recommendations on
addressing that feedback, for your consideration.

We anticipate that table would be updated to reflect your
decisions and annexed to the Cabinet paper, along with a
summary of propossed changes (in lieu of a draft
departmental report).

Please note there is a very short timeframe for final
agreement in order to finalise the Cabinet paper.

Decisions would be needed no later than midday to
inform final drafting of Cabinet paper.

We anticipate the Cabinet paper will be relatively brief,
with the key information sitting in the table referred to
above.

This timetable leaves three days + a weekend for
ministerial consultation.

The timeframes do not allow for comprehensive
departmental consultation. Concurrent with ministerial
consultation we will inform agencies with relevant
expertise of specific changes as necessary (for example
test any proposed Board changes with the Public Service
Commission).



COP Wednesday 16  Final Cabinet paper to Minister’s office for review overnight.

July

By 10am Thursday  Lodge for Cabinet. To meet timeframes for providing the final report to FEC

17 July To meet timeframes for providing a final departmental report yl’c])urcoi;f!ce will need to;e(lekdanccljcdgnflrrln ?gr(éer;ent that

to FEC, the Cabinet paper will need to be lodged directly for the Cabinet paper can be lodged directly for Cabinet.
Cabinet.

Ongoing up to Through to Cabinet decisions we will continue working with | If additional policy points emerge during ongoing

Cabinet Allen and Clarke to identify any further substantive analysis | submission analysis and development of the

consideration from submissions. departmental report, we will raise this with you and seek
further decisions.

Monday 21 July Cabinet consideration of Cabinet paper. In order to meet FEC’s agreed timeframe for considering
the departmental report, Cabinet’s agreement to policy
decisions cannot be delayed beyond this date.

Friday 25 July Ministry for Regulation must provide final departmental This is a hard deadline that cannot be shifted without

report to FEC. agreement of FEC.

Wednesday 30 July FEC considers departmental report. This is a hard deadline that cannot be shifted without

& 6 August agreement of FEC.

IN CONFIDENCE





