
 

 

 

 

Ministry for Regulation Weekly Report 
MFR2025-158 

IN CONFIDENCE   Page 1 of 8  

  

  

 
 
Weekly Report  
 

Week ending:  19 June 2025 Priority: Medium 

Security 
classification: 

In confidence Tracking 
number: 

MFR2025-158 

 

  

Recipient Action sought 

Hon David Seymour  
MINISTER FOR REGULATION 

Note the contents of this report 

 

Aisling Risdon 
Contact:  
Ministry for Regulation 

 

Minister’s comments: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

s 9(2)(a)







   

 

Ministry for Regulation Weekly Report 
MFR2025-158 

IN CONFIDENCE Page 4 of 8  

 

Updates 
Regulatory Standards Bill 
For information  

Last week we provided your office with responses to questions from the Finance and Expenditure 
Committee (FEC). .  Submissions 
to FEC close on Monday 23 June and we anticipate being requested to appear again on Wednesday 
25 June.  

Contact:  Gwen Rashbrooke, Manager Regulatory Policy Design |  

Telecommunications Review  
For information 

Engagement with a range of key stakeholders to inform the early stages of the Review is 
underway. To date, stakeholders have been very engaged and have provided a significant amount 
of information which is now being used to inform possible options.  

Next week, we are meeting with  
 

Contact: Peter Clark, Manager, Regulatory Reviews | 

Hairdressing and Barbering Regulatory Review 
For information 

Implementation of the review is on track: 

• Draft public health guidance for hairdressers and barbers is currently with agencies and 
key sector groups for review, due 19 June. We will provide the Ministry of Health (MoH) with an 
updated draft on 24 June. The document will then go through MoH sign-out and is planned to 
be available on the MoH website from 10 July. 

• Revocation of the existing regulation – a joint (Minister of Health and Minister for 
Regulation) paper has been lodged and will go the Cabinet Legislation Committee (LEG) on 26 
June and then to the Executive Council on 30 June. With the 28-day rule this means the 
regulations will be revoked on 31 July, as per our original plans.  

Contact: Hannah McGlue, Manager, Regulatory Reviews  

Industrial Hemp 
For information 

s 9(2)(a)

s 9(2)(a)

s 9(2)(a)

18(c)(ii)

s 9(2)(f)(iv)

S 9(2)(f)(iv)
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System Capability update 
For information  

Leadership: Regulator governance focus 

• Central to the Ministry’s objective of improving regulator performance is the role of 
governance boards. The Ministry met with the Institute of Directors on early June to 
discuss issues and opportunities, and the Ministry’s role in making systemic improvement.  
These discussions focussed on attracting, appointing and equipping board members for 
the specific questions that need to be asked in regulator governance.  

• Other activity includes discussions with Iti Kōpara, an organisation in pursuit of public 
sector governance excellence.  We will focus on their training products and developing 
improvement proposals to discuss with the bodies involved in advertising and 
appointments of governance roles.  

Leadership: Agency management focus 

• The new Director-General of Health has sought advice from the Ministry on how to 
improve responsibility for regulatory leadership in her agency. Good performance in 
regulatory systems depends on institutional form being fit for purpose including 
appropriate consolidation, and clear alignment between accountability and 
organisational capability. The Ministry will continue to advise the Director-General of 
Health’s staff on these matters.  

Resources: Reviewing academic offerings to the sector 

• Victoria University of Wellington’s (VUW) public policy programme has previously included 
a specialisation in regulation. The Ministry has started discussions with VUW about the 
content and shape of that course. This presents an opportunity to increase the relevance 
of the content, as well as the targeting of the offering to those who would most benefit 
from it.  

• From the Ministry’s oversight of the regulatory sector several such offerings are visible, 
and risks of overlap and mismatch are important to investigate further. This is particularly 
the case with the introduction of the Ministry’s Regulatory Practice Essentials suite of 
online learning via RegRoom across 2024/25 which provides reliable content for free.  

Contact: Alex McMinn, Head of Regulatory System Capability, s 9(2)(a)






