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Updates 
Regulatory Standards Bill 
For information  

The Bill had its first reading on 22 May 2025 and was referred to the Finance and Expenditure 
Committee (FEC). Submissions are now open for a period of four weeks. We continue to engage 
with the clerks to plan the approach to supporting the select committee process.  We will keep 
your office informed as we find out further details, including on timeframes.  FEC’s decisions on 
timeframes will also enable us to do more detailed planning, together with your office, to support 
the progress of the Bill.   

On Wednesday 28 May, we provided you with the draft initial briefing to FEC on the Bill, and the 
proposed responses to questions from the Regulations Review Committee for your awareness 
(MFR2025-139).    

Contact: Pip Van Der Scheer, Manager, Regulatory Management System |  

Future Reviews 
For information 

We have provided you with a draft Cabinet paper that seeks approval for the next four sector 
reviews. 

  

The only EXP meeting in June is on the 24th. If ministerial engagement is completed by 13 June, the 
Cabinet Paper can be sent to your office for lodging on 18 June. 

We are continuing to engage with relevant agencies on these reviews and will undertake formal 
agency consultation in parallel with ministerial consultation. 

Contact: Hannah McGlue, Manager, Regulatory Reviews |  

Telecommunications Review  
For information 

At its meeting on 3 June, Cabinet is expected to endorse the Cabinet Business Committee approval 
of the draft Terms of Reference on 26 May.  

We understand that rather than public announcements following Cabinet decisions, your 
preference is for the Ministry to advise stakeholders of the Terms of Reference for this Review and 
start engagement. Preparation for this is well advanced and will start shortly after Cabinet 
decisions have been confirmed. 

Contact: Peter Clark, Manager, Regulatory Reviews | 
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Hairdressing and Barbering Regulatory Review 
For information 

Key stakeholders were advised of the findings of the Review ahead of your public announcement 
on Wednesday.  

While some did not agree with the outcome, they were appreciative of the thorough process the 
Ministry had run. All groups we engaged with will take up the opportunity to review the draft 
guidance ahead of publication. This was anticipated and factored into the timeline. 

Work continues on the draft guidance and the Order in Council to revoke the current regulations.  

Contact: Hannah McGlue, Manager, Regulatory Reviews |  

Agricultural and Horticultural Products Regulatory Review 
For information 

The Agricultural and Horticultural Review Omnibus Bill Cabinet paper was confirmed by the 
Economic Policy Committee on 21 May and confirmed by Cabinet on 26 May, and joint Ministers 
announced Cabinet decisions on 27 May.  

We will monitor sector responses to Cabinet decisions and provide advice accordingly. We have 
proactively released the February Cabinet paper and key advice papers and are currently 
preparing to release the May Cabinet paper and relevant briefings.  

Contact: Peter Clark, Manager, Regulatory Reviews | 

Industrial Hemp 
For information 

The Ministry has been progressing analysis to support a targeted review of the industrial hemp 
regulations. We have engaged with some industry representatives to seek early information to 
inform policy analysis. We are looking for opportunities to accelerate the next steps and will advise 
your office on that next week. 

On 29 April, you received a joint letter from the relevant industry groups expressing 
disappointment on the narrow scope of the review compared to the breadth of actions set out in 
their Hemp Industry Strategic Proposal for Regulatory Change (2023). We have engaged with a 
range of agencies to do an assessment of the Strategic Proposal, to both confirm the scope of our 
review and to understand cross-government work underway that may address broader issues. We 
have engaged with your office on this assessment, and how best to respond to the letter you 
received.  

 
 

 

Contact: Peter Clark, Manager, Regulatory Reviews | 
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