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Updates 
Regulatory Standards Bill 
For information 

All papers were lodged for EXP on Thursday 27 March 2025, and talking points have been provided 
to your office.   We understand your office has been talking to the Leader of the House's office 
about timetabling, and we remain on track for introduction in May.  With the milestones of lodging 
this week now behind us, we are working towards: 

• finalising drafting and preparing for LEG committee

• supporting House processes, particularly our systems (including automation) for
submission analysis and preparation of our departmental report

• planning implementation alongside House processes (for example, necessary guidance,
secondary legislation instruments, and Board appointments) - we want to get ahead of
these requirements so that implementation can roll out as fast as possible after
commencement

• supporting Crown Law in the Waitangi Tribunal proceedings

The Regulations Review Committee meeting has been deferred until 9 April 2025, and we will 
provide talking points for you this week. 

Contact: Andrew Royle, Deputy Chief Executive, Policy, 

Scrutiny week – Estimates hearing confirmed 
For information 

The Finance and Expenditure Committee will hold a 90-minute hearing for Vote Regulation for the 
upcoming round of Budget Estimates. The format is different this year with two hearings. As the 
Minister for Regulation, you have been invited to attend the Finance and Expenditure Committee 
from 9.15am to 10.00am on Tuesday, 17 June 2025. The Ministry has been invited to an 
independent session immediately following from 10.00am to 10.45am.  

The Ministry will support you and your office with preparation for the hearing. We will follow a 
similar approach to last year which includes providing you with a briefing pack and facilitating a 
preparatory session with you and Ministry officials. We will work with your office and confirm 
details with you closer to the time. 

Contact: Aisling Risdon, Head of Ministerial Services, 

Government Quarterly Plan 
For information 

The following updates were provided on 25 March 2025 for the report on the Government’s Action 
Plan for Quarter 1 (January-March). The below updates for Actions 20 and 21 were prepared in 
consultation with your office.  
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Contact: Peter Clark, Manager, Regulatory Reviews. Ph:   

Agricultural and Horticultural Products Regulatory Review 
For information 

Following a discussion at the Senior Officials Advisory Group on 27 March 2025, officials 
understand that there has been engagement with the office of Ministers Hoggard and Simmonds 
on ministerial and agencies’ roles and responsibilities   

Work is continuing between the Ministry for Regulation, the Ministry for Environment, and Ministry 
for Primary Industries to provide joint ministers with a plan for a high-level timeline and 

 

Contact: Peter Clark, Manager Regulatory Reviews  

Early Childhood Education Regulatory Review 
For information 

Paper 1: Early Childhood Education Regulatory Sector Review recommendations and next steps 
was discussed at EXP on 25 March. All recommendations were noted, endorsed, agreed to and the 
Minister was invited to report back before the end of 2025. 

Paper 2: Response to the Early Childhood Education Regulatory Sector Review, is expected to be 
considered at EXP on 1 April 2025. 

Officials are continuing to provide Ministry of Education Programme Management support as they 
work through the Licensing Criteria amendments.  

Contact: Tony Clark, Manager Regulatory Reviews  

Hairdressing and Barbering Regulatory Review 
For information 

The Final Report has been provided to you for decisions this week. The team are now working on 
the Cabinet paper and planning implementation with agencies. 

Contact: Hannah McGlue, Manager, Regulatory Reviews.  

Regulatory Response / Red Tape Portal 
For information  

At 24 March 2025, the Ministry has received a total of 663 submissions on red tape issues. A 
number of those have been investigated, action taken, and are now complete. 

The number of submissions has stabilised. This is allowing us to focus more on investigations 
hence the increase in the number of active investigations at any one time. 

Currently 61 issues are under active investigation. These investigations are looking at a wide range 
of issues including health & safety regulation, issues impacting retail businesses, health/medical 
products, and government identification requirements including how information is shared 
between agencies.   
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