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Updates 
Regulatory Standards Bill 
For information  

We continue to work through the submissions we received through the consultation process. We 
have provided a briefing to you this week which outlines our analysis so far (MFR2025-026). We 
have a meeting with you on Monday 24 February dedicated to discussing the feedback to date and 
potential next steps. 

Waitangi Tribunal Claim 
The Waitangi Tribunal has appointed members to determine the urgent application relating to the 
Regulatory Standards Bill (Wai 3440) and set some preliminary timetables. The Crown must 
respond to the application for urgency by Tuesday 4 March, 

 We will continue to keep you and your office updated as decisions progress. 

Contact: Andrew Royle, Deputy Chief Executive, Policy, 

Contact: Peter Clark, Manager, Regulatory Reviews. 

Agricultural and Horticultural Products Regulatory Review  
For information    

On 19 February, Cabinet Economic Policy Committee (ECO) endorsed the Review 
recommendations and agreed to invite responsible Ministers to report back on a detailed 
implementation plan no later than May 2024. Cabinet will meet to confirm ECO decisions on 24 
February 2025.  
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We are working with your office to provide support for announcements following Cabinet 
decisions on 24 February. This includes working with the communications teams of the other core 
agencies for the Review to ensure a consistent approach.  

Contact: Peter Clark, Manager, Regulatory Reviews. 

Early Childhood Education Regulatory Review 
For information 

We are making significant progress to develop the implementation plan for this review through the 
ECE Steering Group and working closely with the Ministry of Education. 

Contact: Tony Clark, Manager Regulatory Reviews 

Hairdressing and Barbering Regulatory Review 
For information 

The Hairdressing and Barbering Review team are in the analysis phase of the review, focusing on 
the findings, economic analysis, and developing options.  
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You will be provided with the Review's initial report on 6 March, followed by the final report on 27 
March. The initial report will cover the Review's findings and options for change that will still be 
subject to analysis and consultation.  

In the last week, the Review Team has met with the Ministry of Health to seek feedback on direct 
engagement findings and the proposed plan for consulting on options for change. We have also 
met with representatives from Western Australia's Department of Health and Environmental 
Health Australia. Western Australia has made significant changes to how they regulate 
hairdressers and barbers within the last ten years. 

The Review Team will consult on options at the same time as you will receive the initial report 
outlining the options.  We are consulting with:  

• industry representatives (Hair and Barber New Zealand, the Hair Industry Training
Organisation and Toi Mai the Workforce Development Council).

• local authorities via the Chief Executives and meeting with Local Government New
Zealand (LGNZ) and the Taituarā Bylaws and Regulations Refence Group. An online form
will be sent out to Chief Executives to provide feedback on the options.

• the New Zealand Institute of Environmental Health, which represents environmental
health professionals and promotes awareness of environmental health issues.

• impacted government agencies, which are:

o the Ministry of Health (policy responsibility for the legislative framework) and
Health New Zealand - Te Whatu Ora (regulatory function under the legislative
framework)

o the Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment (responsibility for the Health
and Safety at Work Act 2015)

o WorkSafe New Zealand (regulators under the Health and Safety at Work Act 2015)

o the Department of Internal Affairs (responsibility for the Local Government Act
2002 / local government policy and local authorities are the regulators under the
legislative framework).

Contact: Hannah McGlue, Manager, Regulatory Reviews. s 9(2)(a)
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Regulatory Response / Red Tape Portal 
For information  

As at 18 February 2025, the Ministry has received a total of 601 submissions on red tape issues. We 
are working with your office on engagement material to support the public release of a red tape 
issues summary report later this month. 

Upcoming briefings will be provided to your office in relation to 

Contact: Lucy Pritchard, Principal Advisor, Reviews and System Capability. 

Regulatory System Capability 
For information  

The Regulatory System Capability team—focuses on enabling, facilitating, and influencing the 
systems and processes that regulatory leaders use to improve their agencies’ regulatory practice. 
We are focused on lowering the cost of improving leadership and regulatory systems by offering 
shared resources, standardising practice, and creating spaces for learning and collaboration. 
Here’s what we’re doing: 

• System-Level Interventions: Issuing guidance, expectations, and tools about practice in
the regulatory sector.

• Foundational Learning: Delivering freely available and accessible foundational knowledge
products to agencies, such as through quick guides on regulatory topics and online
learning modules on the foundations of good regulatory practice.

• Targeted Resources and Collaboration: Offering a curated online resource library and
connecting regulatory leaders and practitioners across agencies to tackle shared
challenges and document collective wisdom through communities of practice.

Guidance material for the regulatory sector – positive feedback and upcoming launches 

The Regulatory Practice Essentials guidance material (quick guides) standardises core 
principles and definitions of regulatory good practice. Since the guides were launched in 
November 2024, we have had positive feedback from large numbers of New Zealand agencies, 
several international organisations, and some of the content has been used in the ECE 
regulatory review. 

The New Zealand Institute of Economic Research (NZIER), has been very complimentary about 
the quick guides and they will be endorsing and promoting them through their networks of 
regulated parties and regulators. 

Online collaboration system - positive feedback and upcoming launches 

We are developing an online collaboration system called RegRoom for the regulatory sector to 
share good regulatory practice, including in communities of practice. The RegRoom will require an 
agency validated log-in which will give us visibility of which agencies and staff are engaging with 
the materials.  
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It is critical for credibility of RegRoom that people have a good user experience. The system is 
undergoing extensive testing of both content and technology. A limited audience has been using 
the first six modules and their feedback on the material has been positive, consistent with the 
feedback on the written quick guides. Comments on the modules have included:  

• “Just thought I would congratulate you and the team on the resource material you have
amassed on the website.  The guides are very useful in my opinion to those new to
regulation”

• “We are going to strongly encourage our new Board to view the six and to avail themselves of
the material you have collected and prepared.”

We are on track for Go-live in mid-2025 as planned for your official launch. 

Contact:  Alex McMinn, Head of Regulatory System Capability. s 9(2)(a)
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