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Updates 

2025 Legislation Programme Bids 
For your action 

We have provided the Parliamentary Counsel Office (PCO) the draft 2025 Legislation Programme 
bids your Office considered last week. Bids are due with Cabinet Office midday Wednesday 29 
January. For PCO to properly advise on timing, we need confirmation from your office no later 
than 28 January on: 

Contact: Jeremy Shoebridge, Acting Head of Legal. Ph. 

Proposed Regulatory Standards Bill Consultation 
For information 

The submission period for the proposed Regulatory Standards Bill closed at 11:59pm on 13 
January. There were high levels of engagement with the consultation process. The Ministry 
received approximately 23,000 submissions across all channels. Ministry officials will provide you 
with more detailed information on the submissions and next steps in the week beginning 27 
January. 

Contact: Andrew Royle, Deputy Chief Executive, Policy, Ph. 
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Agricultural and Horticultural Products Regulatory Review 
For information   

The Agricultural and Horticultural Products Review team met with the Sector Reference Group 
(SRG) on 14 January 2025 to discuss changes made to the recommendations since we last 
engaged with them. In general, the SRG appreciated and supported the changes. They also raised 
the importance of noting to Ministers areas that the Review was unable to fully investigate in the 
time available – this will be included in the next briefing on the Review. 

We are consulting with agencies on a draft paper for joint ministers to seek Cabinet endorsement 
of the Review’s recommendations. The draft Cabinet paper will be sent to your office on 30 
January before your planned meeting with the Minister for Food Safety and the Minister for the 
Environment on 3 February 2025 to agree to the recommendations and discuss feedback on the 
draft paper. 

On 16 January 2025, the Environmental Protection Authority sent a letter to stakeholders 
regarding the hazardous substances queue. They were seeking information on products in the 
queue that could be prioritised and acknowledged some of the issues raised during the Review. 
The letter included some direct reporting on the current queue and sets out planned actions that 
signal early steps towards implementing some of the recommendations from the Review, 
including reprioritising funding to increase resource on assessing hazardous substance 
applications. 

Contact: Peter Clark, Manager Regulatory Reviews. Ph. 

Early Childhood Education Regulatory Review 
For information  

The Early Childhood Education Review team met with Ministry of Education (MoE) and Education 
Review Office (ERO) to discuss the implementation of the recommendations. There are 
interdependencies that MoE and ERO are managing internally to ensure they are able to provide 
content for the Cabinet Paper. They will meet with their Minister this week to understand the 
prioritisation that needs to take place.  

Contact: Tony Clark, Manager Regulatory Reviews Ph.

Hairdressing and Barbering Regulatory Review 
For information 

The Hairdressing and Barbering Review team has completed initial analysis and is in the 
engagement phase of the review.  

Targeted direct engagement with business owners and groups representing regulated parties and 
regulators has commenced.  

The engagement hub opened for targeted consultation with business owners, hairdressing and 
barbering professionals, and Environmental Health Officers on 17January 2025 and closes on 31 
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