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Updates  

Early Childhood Education Regulatory Review 

For information  

The Early Childhood Education Sector Regulatory Review continues to analyse and test initial 

findings and recommendations.   

To date, we have held 13 testing workshops covering regulatory monitoring, regulatory capability 

and performance, licencing criteria (multiple workshops), regulatory tools, curriculum, 

qualifications and ratios, regulatory strategy, approach, culture and leadership. 

Initial findings from testing workshops were provided to the ECE Regulatory Review Steering Group 

(the Steering Group) on the 21 of October as part of the cross-agency consultation process. We are 

considering feedback from the Steering Group members on these findings. We will be presenting 

initial recommendations to the Steering Group on 5 November. 

Our next briefing will be delivered on 14 November and will share initial findings and 

recommendations, including an update on the second tranche of licensing criteria. Work on the 

report is progressing well, we will present you with a final draft report for your consideration on 13 

December. 

As discussed we intend to proactive release the following briefings and reports on 31 October: 

• MFR 2024-121 - Early Childhood Education Regulatory System Review: Themes from direct 

engagement 

• MFR 2024-129 - Early Childhood Education Regulatory Review analysis of themes from 

submissions  

We provided feedback to the Ministry of Education on the draft Cabinet paper  proposed changes to 

the educator qualification and person responsible requirements in licensed home-based ECE services  

and the accompanying Regulatory Impact Statement (RIS). 

Contact: Justine Fitzmaurice, Project Manager, Early Childhood Education Review. Ph:  

Agricultural and Horticultural Products Regulatory Review 
For information  

The current focus for the Agricultural and Horticultural Review team is testing our preliminary 

findings for the issues and causes work and draft recommendations with Ministry for Primary 

Industries, New Zealand Food Safety, the Environmental Protection Authority, and the Ministry for 

the Environment. We have received significant feedback from agencies which we are working 

through and considering.   

Next week we will be engaging with the Sector Reference Group and undertaking bespoke 

engagement with the Office of the Parliamentary Commissioner for the Environment, Fonterra, 
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Zespri, and AgrizeroNZ. Engagement with these groups will be focused on a high-level overview of 

options that have been considered (including those we are not progressing), and more detail on 

options likely to be of relevance to their specific interests. The Senior Officials Advisory Group will 

also be meeting next week to discuss the upcoming briefing to Joint Ministers, and the preliminary 

findings of the review.  

Contact: Peter Clark, Manager, Regulatory Reviews. Ph:  

 

 

Good regulatory practice guidance – launch of six Quick Guides 
For information  

On Wednesday 16 October, the Ministry hosted a webinar to launch six Quick Guides on regulatory 

practice essentials. The webinar was attended by 165 people. A panel discussion on the importance 

of the guides featured Gráinne Moss and Lisa Docherty (MfR), Vanessa Horne (Commerce 

Commission) and Steve Watson (MBIE). The discussion particularly highlighted the critical 

importance of good quality communication and engagement with regulated parties and the public, 

and praise for the Ministry’s guides on these topics.  
 
A further four Quick Guides are in development for launch early next year. In the development of the 

s9(2)(a)

s9(2)(f)(iv)

Proa
cti

ve
ly 

Rele
as

ed



Proa
cti

ve
ly 

Rele
as

ed



Proa
cti

ve
ly 

Rele
as

ed



Ministry for Regulation Weekly Report  Page 8 of 10  

MFR2024-147  

 

 

RRT2024-
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Rental Vehicles 

 

Contact: Tony Clark, Manager, Regulatory Reviews. Ph.  s9(2)(a)
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Draft Cabinet paper consultations 
Draft Cabinet papers that we have been consulted on will appear here. Only new papers or papers with updated commentary will be included in this table.  

Contact: Gwen Rashbrooke, Manager – Regulatory Policy Design, Ph:  s9(2)(a)
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