
   

 

   

 

 

 

Weekly Report 
 

Week ending:  24 May 2024 Priority: Medium 

Security 

classification: 

Budget Sensitive Tracking 

number: 

2024-043 

 

Recipient Action sought 

Hon David Seymour  

MINISTER FOR REGULATION 

Note the contents o  his report 

 

 

Kathryn Rush 

Contact:   

Ministry for Regulation 

 

Minister’s comments: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

s 9(2)(a)

Proa
cti

ve
ly 

Rele
as

ed

Proa
cti

ve
ly 

Rele
as

ed



Proa
cti

ve
ly 

Rele
as

ed

Proa
cti

ve
ly 

Rele
as

ed



Proa
cti

ve
ly 

Rele
as

ed



Proa
cti

ve
ly 

Rele
as

ed

Proa
cti

ve
ly 

Rele
as

ed



 

 

BUDGET-SENSITIVE 

 

Ministry for Regulation Weekly Report BUDGET-SENSITIVE Page 5 of 7  

2024-043 

We are discussing mechanisms for agreeing quick wins with the Ministry of Education on Monday 
27 May. We have already identified some potential options but need a mechanism to ensure that 
any changes don’t create new problems.  

Contact: David Wansbrough, Sector Reviews Lead.  Ph:   

Agricultural products as a potential review topic 

Our initial scan confirms that the path to approval for agricultural compounds is complex – 
spanning several regulatory systems and regulators – and takes considerable time. Given the 
contribution of agriculture to the economy, any improvements could have considerable benefits, 
provided risks to human health and trade continue to be managed.   

There are already several processes reviewing parts of these systems: a comprehensive reform of 
gene technology regulations and creating a new biotechnology regulator (led by M nister Collins); 
an independent review into Agricultural Compounds and Veterinary Medicines led by Minister 
Hoggard); and an intended review of hazardous substances regulation led by Minister 
Simmonds). There is a Gene Technology Ministerial Group (composed o  Ministers Collins, 
Hoggard, Simmonds, Patterson, McClay, Reti and Potaka) that sits across the gene technology 
part of this work but not the other related pieces.  

 
 

 
 

 
  We are continuing to engage and want to discuss how we 

take this forward with you. In proposing any additional activity, we also need to consider the value 
that a sector review could add given the work already underway, and the capacity of regulated 
parties and regulators to engage in another concurrent process.  
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 At our next meeting with you, we would like to discuss whether you would like to 
engage with other Ministers about these options, or whether you would want to seek to join the 
existing Gene Technology Ministerial Group. 

Contact: David Wansbrough, Sector Reviews Lead.  Ph:   

Encouraging early engagement with MFR on regulatory proposals 

Following discussions with Cabinet Office, we have provided brief text to be inco porated into the 
Cab Guide noting the role of the Ministry for Regulation and encouraging early engagement with 
us on regulatory proposals. The text submitted makes clear that such engagement should be in 
addition to what would be required for the RIA process.  

The Cab Guide provides procedural guidance to officials on the operation of Cabinet and Cabinet 
committees and supporting their ministers in relation to s ch processes.  

Contact: Melleny Black, Policy Lead.  Ph.
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Ministry for Regulation Director to participate in International Association 

on Regulation and Governance Conference 

On June 16-17th, Lisa Docherty, Director - Government Regulatory Practice Initiative here at the 
Ministry, will be a virtual panel member for the International Association of Regulation of 
Governance Conference, hosted by the University of Pennsylvania. This is a collaboration 
between the National Regulators Community of Practice (auspiced by ANZSOG), G-REG and th  
Institute of Regulation (UK).   

They will deliver a panel discussion on the topic Communities of practice: shaping regulatory 
futures on the local and the global stage. 

This brings together Australia, New Zealand and UK perspectives on the changing world of 
regulatory collaboration and capability building, including: 

• Breaking new ground in local regulatory peer learning, how do established and emerging 

communities of practice build core regulatory capability to respond to a c anging world? 

What have we learnt so far, where we are going and how will this hape he future of 

regulation? 

• What is regulatory diplomacy and how do new ways of t inking about international 

relationships and collaboration shape global regulatory norms and frameworks? How we 

work together to share ideas and resources, en bling solutions to shared problems. 

Contact: Lisa Docherty, Director - Government Regulatory Practice Initiativ   Ph:

Engagements 

The Ministry is regularly being approached by individuals, and various sectors and interest groups 
to discuss opportunities for regula ory eform. We welcome the opportunity to engage with the 
New Zealand public and specific sectors to understand the impacts of regulation on their lives, 
businesses and industries  W  see this as one of our mechanisms for gathering insights to inform 
future sector reviews and opportunities for regulatory improvements. Meetings have been 
scheduled in the coming week  and we will report on these as they occur.    

Contact: Kathryn Rush, Direct r Office of the CE, Ph: 
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