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RRT Updates 19 March

RRT # Issue Status update Possible Ministerial Actions
RRT2024-
0432

Commercial Trout 
Farming

• We have received the signed advice back from the Minister (MFR2025-032) and have 
provided a draft letter from Minister Seymour to Ministers Jones and Potaka to the office 
for review. To discuss.

Letter to Ministers Jones and Potaka.

Further support from MfR TBC 

RRT2024-
0554

Medical Conferences • We have prepared an issues briefing on this issue for your consideration this week 
(MFR2025-067). To discuss.  

Minister Seymour to refer to Minister Brown, 
Minister of Health to request that he advise his 
officials to obtain policy decisions to make it 
possible to ‘advertise’ medicines in a 
controlled environment (such as medical trade 
shows and conferences) as part of the 
development of the Medical Products Bill. 

RRT2024-
0532

Scaffolding Regulation • We have prepared an issues briefing on this issue for your consideration this week 
(MFR2025-068). To discuss.  

Write to Minister Van Velden, Minister for 
Workplace Relations and Safety, and request 
that her officials progress rapid changes to 
address this issue. Further support from MfR
TBC

The Regulatory Response Team have received a total of 658 submissions to 18 March 2025. 

A briefing was provided to Advisors last week on . To discuss.

Briefings will be provided in relation to Medical Conferences 20 March and Scaffolding Regulation this week 20 March.

s 9(2)(f)(iv)























RRT # Issue Status update Possible Ministerial Actions
RRT2024-
0554

Medical Conferences
MFR2025-067

We have engaged with the Ministry of Health this week. Minister Brown was granted delegated 
authority by Cabinet to make policy decisions in relation to the changes. This change will be 
progressed via the Medicines Amendment Bill. Timings are for the policy paper to be provided in 
June and for the change to go to Cab Leg Committee in July and be presented to the House when 
the Bill is considered in Committee of the Whole House stage likely in August 2025. MfR are 
looking to offer further support to MoH following a request for assistance. 

Minister Seymour has referred this issue to 
Minister Brown, Minister of Health to request 
that he advise his officials to obtain policy 
decisions to make it possible to ‘advertise’ 
medicines in a controlled environment (such as 
medical trade shows and conferences. 

Issues awaiting feedback
RRT # Issue Status update Possible Ministerial Actions

Climate-related 
disclosures regime
MFR2025-070

This was discussed at advisors meeting on 2 April the office will provide some comment 
back for consideration. We have undertaken an initial assessment of the Climate-related 
Disclosures (CRD) regime as a response to your office’s request for some high-level research 
into the rationale for banks not lending to some businesses for climate-related reasons. 
Specifically, we are looking at market failures, benefits and costs, thresholds and director 
liability settings. 

TBC We consider a first principles review of the 
regime is needed to address design issues and 
ongoing challenges and it should be fed into our 
review pipeline. 

RRT2024-
0269

Income Related 
Rent Subsidies
MFR2024-023

An issues briefing was provided in the bag on 13 February for consideration.  Last week this 
had not been considered.

TBC











    

Issues referred to other agencies (batch 2 provided 16 April 2025) – 
any feedback?

New issues triaged to progress to investigation this week (as at 
15/04/25)
RRT # Issue Status update / Issue Description Priority/Investigate/Backlog

RRT2024-0679 Use of brodifacoum 
disincentivising pest 
control of deer

Submitter says that food safety regulations state that feral deer cannot be harvested within two 
kilometers of where brodifacoum has been used for three years. The submitter believes this 
regulation hinders effective management of feral deer and possums.  Feral deer populations 
are increasing, and landowners use feral venison recovery to manage these populations and 
offset costs. However, the use of brodifacoum prevents this, leading many landowners to avoid 
using it and instead resort to less efficient methods for possum control.  Brodifacoum is mainly 
used in bait stations. Brodifacoum can be used on deer farms, and venison from these farms is 
exempt from the regulation. It is a common, highly effective pesticide for controlling possums 
and rodents, available over the counter. It is an anticoagulant toxin and apparently poses low 
risk to humans. 

Investigate

RRT2024-0681 Cost and consenting 
of small solar 
generation

Submitter raised that resource consent requirements for small solar farms are cost prohibitive. 
Solar farms of 5 mega watts require the same process as 120 mega watts. Submitter suggested 
simplifying the consenting requirements for smaller solar farms, especially those not connected 
to the grid. We are already looking at a number of issues raised in relation to solar energy 
and this issue will be considered alongside those.

Investigate





RRT Updates 30 April
As at 28 April 2025, the Ministry has received a total of 704 submissions on red tape issues, with 97 issues under active investigation.

We intend to publish a quarterly report on the Regulatory Response issues for the Q3 FY2024/25 period (January - March 2025) at the beginning of May. 
This is being presented at the RRT advisors meeting that relates to this report on 30 April for feedback prior to publication.

A joint press release with Minister Brown was issued yesterday on the Medical Conferences issue:
https://www.beehive.govt.nz/release/huge-benefits-available-medical-conferences

We have seen some uptake on the release to date here:
https://insidegovernment.co.nz/medical-trade-show-rules-to-be-re-diagnosed/
https://www.nzdoctor.co.nz/article/undoctored/huge-benefits-available-medical-conferences

We are seeking updates from the Office on engagements relating to the issues outlined below:
� scaffolding regulation,
�
� commercial trout farming and
�

No issues briefings were provided this week & no direct 
commissions were received

s 9(2)(f)(iv)
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Issues referred to other agencies batch 2 provided 16 April 2025 – 
any feedback?

New issues being investigated – potential issues briefings TBC – any feedback?
RRT # Issue Status update / Issue Description Possible Ministerial Actions

RRT2024-
0470 & 0452

Outdated probate 
threshold

Two submitters (RRT2024-0452 and RRT2024-0470) suggested the probate threshold for small estates is 
outdated, causing a burden for executors/administrators, delays for the beneficiaries and unnecessary work 
for the Courts.  One of the submitters suggested increasing the threshold to at least $25,000, based on the 
level of increase in weekly median income from June 2009 to June 2023; or to ~$21,000 using the Reserve Bank 
New Zealand (RBNZ)’s inflation calculator.

There is a ground for adjusting the threshold of small estates to reflect inflationary changes since this was last 
undertaken in 2009. Using the RBNZ’s inflation calculator, the threshold should be set at $21,894.48 in FY2024 
Q4 or round up to 22,000 in FY2025. 

We are of the view that the Administration (Prescribed Amounts) Regulations in 2009 should be amended to 
adjust the threshold and also to enable/require regular updates of the threshold to reflect inflationary changes 
every five or ten years.  

TBC in issues briefing - Minister 
Seymour could recommend this specific 
regulatory changes to reduce the 
regulatory burden on those administering 
small estates. This is also likely to result 
in a reduction in Court time spent 
processing applications. 
We have not yet engaged with MoJ on 
this issue.



New issues triaged to progress to investigation this week (as at 
28/04/25)
RRT # Issue Status update / Issue Description Priority/Investigate/Backlog

RRT2025-0706 Non-compliance in 
New Zealand’s 
Electrical Product 
Safety Regulation

Submitter says there is wide-spread non-compliance of businesses with Electricity (Safety) 
Regulations 2010. The submitter is concerned that compliant businesses are at a competitive 
disadvantage given the higher costs, delays etc associated with compliance. 

Investigate 

RRT2025-0705 Requirement for 
road worthiness of 
ATVs onerous 

Minister Seymour spoke briefly to a company representative at an event in Christchurch who 
complained about the requirement that his all terrain vehicles register as “road going motor 
vehicles”.

Priority

RRT2025-0698 Restriction on 
building sheds close 
to property 
boundaries

The submitter is an architect for townhouse developments. The submitter raised that planners 
are insisting on bike sheds being included within the proposed development. This is not allowed 
as the sheds would be too close to the boundary. We have received two other submission in the 
portal related to the application of the ‘height to boundary ratio’ and how this is restricting the 
construction of small garden sheds. Given the two other similar issues raised with us we will 
follow up with MBIE.

Investigate



























Draft correspondence/information provided to the office
RRT # Issue Status update Confirmed Ministerial Actions

RRT2024-
043

Rental Vehicle 
Association – various 
DSCOR3057

Based on the feedback we received on the draft letter on 19 May, we will be finalisng a letter to 
Min Chris Bishop and edited letter to the submitter to provide to the office by 22 May. 

Write to submitter and prepare a letter to 
Minister of Transport. MfR to engage with NZTA.

RRT2024-
455; 495; 
507

DIA’s Digital Identity 
programme of work
MFR2025-096

We have provided a draft letter to Minister Collins to the office on 20 May. Minister Seymour to discuss the opportunity  for 
the Ministry for Regulation to undertake a 
thought leadership role with the Minister for 
Digitising Government, Hon Judith Collins KC in 
the first instance

RRT2024-
0725

NZTA Infringement 
paperwork

We have prepared a response on this issue to go from MfR. Our ministerial services team will 
also provide draft correspondence to the office to respond to the submitter (ref DSCOR7885). 

Write to submitter – MfR to support with draft 
content. 

Issues briefings/correspondence already provided – status TBC
RRT # Issue Status update Possible Ministerial Actions

RRT2024-
055

Climate-related 
disclosures regime
MFR2025-070

This was discussed at advisors meeting on 2 April the office will provide some comment 
back for consideration. We have undertaken an initial assessment of the Climate-related 
Disclosures (CRD) regime as a response to your office’s request for some high-level research 
into the rationale for banks not lending to some businesses for climate-related reasons. 
Specifically, we are looking at market failures, benefits and costs, thresholds and director 
liability settings. 

TBC We consider a first principles review of the 
regime is needed to address design issues and 
ongoing challenges and it should be fed into our 
review pipeline. 





New issues triaged to progress to investigation this week (as at 
20/05/25)
RRT # Issue Status update / Issue Description Priority/Investigate/BacklogRR

There are no 
new issues 
triaged this 
week. New 
items will be 
reported next 
week





RRT Updates 28 May

RRT # Issue Status update Possible Ministerial Actions

RRT2025-
0742

Removal of 
requirement for the use 
of bike helmets

We received this commission on 20 May. We will be providing advice by 30 May.  To discuss. TBC following provision of advice

Issues briefings/Aide Memoire provided this week

We have received 8 submissions last week from Monday 19 May to Monday 26 May, giving us a total of 745 submissions 
received through the red-tape portal, direct commissions from your office or another channel.
To date, we have responded to and closed 501 of these submissions.
The Ministry currently has 37 open investigations, covering 142 of 244 open submissions.

The Q3 reporting will be published today (28 May).

We are seeking updates from the Office on engagements relating to the issues outlined below:
 s 9(2)(f)(iv)



Draft correspondence/information provided to the office
RRT # Issue Status update Confirmed Ministerial Actions

RRT2024-
043

Rental Vehicle 
Association – various 
DSCOR3057

Based on the feedback we received on the draft letter on 19 May, we will be finalisng a letter to 
Min Chris Bishop and edited letter to the submitter to provide to the office (this is currently with 
the Ministerial Services team for review). 

Write to submitter and prepare a letter to 
Minister of Transport. MfR to engage with NZTA.

RRT2025-
0740

Permitting Overweight 
Agricultural vehicles
MFR2025-121

We have provided (23 May) an Aide Memoir to support Minister's meeting with representatives 
from Rural Contractors New Zealand (RCNZ) on 27 May.

TBC if further action is required (to discuss)

RRT # Issue Status update Possible Ministerial Actions
RRT2025-
0741

NZ Personal Electric 
Vehicle regulations

RRT received this commission on 21 May. TBC following investigation

RRT2025-
0743

Updates to Eftpos 
technology costing 
businesses

RRT received this commission on 22 May. We will be providing advice by early next week. TBC following investigation

Direct Commissions received this week 









RRT Updates 4 June

Issues briefings/Aide Memoire provided this week

We have received 9 submissions last week from Tuesday 27 May to Tuesday 3 June, giving us a total of 754 submissions 
received through the red-tape portal, direct commissions from your office or another channel.

To date, we have responded to and closed 525 of these submissions.

The Ministry currently has 52 open investigations, covering 165 of 229 open submissions.

RRT # Issue Status update Confirmed Ministerial Actions
RRT2025-
0742

Removal of 
requirement for the use 
of bike helmets

We provided advice on 30 May. TBC following provision of advice

RRT # Issue Status update Possible Ministerial Actions

RRT2025-
0740

Permitting Overweight 
Agricultural vehicles
MFR2025-121

We have provided (23 May) an Aide Memoir to support Minister's meeting with representatives 
from Rural Contractors New Zealand (RCNZ) on 27 May. We have now received a commission to 
investigate and provide further advice on this matter. 

TBC following investigation

Direct Commissions received this week 















New issues accepted this week



Briefings on the way to the office soon













Briefings on the way to the office soon













Briefings on the way to the office soon











New issues accepted this week



Briefings on the way to the office soon

































Other updates
• We will be presenting the Q4 24/25 and FY24/25 data at the RRT advisor’s meeting on the 23/07. 





New issues accepted this week















Key issues under investigation
• We are investigating:

• Regulatory requirements for small business helicopter operators 

• Restrictions on the hunting and sale of wild venison

• We are continuing to work on a consolidated briefing on the land transport issues we have received, and are engaging further with NZTA and MoT on tangible changes 
before providing a briefing.

s 9(2)(f)(iv)
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New issues accepted this week
As a result of media coverage of the Red Tape Portal last week, we are receiving a high volume of new submissions and a verbal update has been provided 
at the agency meeting on 12 August. We will provide more detailed information next week when we have got further through triaging the new 
submissions. 



Briefings on the way to the office soon

The first bundle briefing for the Minister in line with the Regulatory Review Framework discussed at Agency meeting on 4 August, will be provided in the 
Minister’s bag on 4 September 2025. It is likely to include consideration of  

 Other issues may be included based on analysis being progressed over the next few weeks.  
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Briefings on the way to the office soon

We will provide you with a briefing in early September with recommendations for deregulatory outcomes that can be pursued, in addition to a summary 
of the types of issues coming through the Red Tape Portal and what decisions we are making about them. This briefing will cover  

 There may be additional issues in here, if so,  
we will update you next week and are happy to discuss any of these in further detail. 
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