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14 August 2026 

 

  

 

 

 

Official information request 

Our ref: R001544 

 

Tēnā koe  

 

Thank you for your Official Information Act 1982 (OIA) request received by the Ministry for 

Regulation (Ministry) on 2 July 2026. You requested the following information:  

 

 All advice on the proposal to harmonise toy product standards with USA and EU 

The names of all firms consulted on the changes. 

 

On 9 July 2026, you confirmed you are seeking formal advice provided to ministers.  

On 7 August 2026, we notified you that the timeframe for making a decision on your request had 

been extended to 14 August 2026. 

Our response to your request 

One document is in scope of your request, briefing paper MFR2025-328: Low complexity reviews 

options December 2025 – Harmonising product safety standards for children’s toys.  This is the only 

formal advice provided to the Minister for Regulation (Minister) on the issue.  

There was a brief update to the Minister as part of the Ministry’s weekly report of 26 June 2026:  

Toy Standards Red Tape Tipline Issue 

On 22 June, Cabinet agreed to modernise the Product Safety Standards (Children’s Toys) 

Regulations 2005 by declaring New Zealand will align with Australia and adopt wider 

international standards. 

The Ministry for Regulation progressed this issue as a low complexity review in December 

2025. In early 2026, you reached agreement with the Minister of Commence and Consumer 

Affairs for this changed to be implemented. 

The changes will promote trade by reducing the costs of supplying regulated toys to New 

Zealand, while still ensuring toys are safe for children with an estimated net benefit of $3.6m 

over a 10-year period. 

We understand an announcement is expected towards the end of next week being led by 

Minister Brewer’s office. 
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