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‘We did a thing’ – what has the Ministry done  

Enduring Power of Attorney  

• Under the Protection of Personal & Property Rights Act 1988 (PPPR Act), carers who manage income and assets on behalf of someone lacking decision-making 

capability were subjected to a range of regulation.  

• One problem was the low thresholds at which the regulatory regime kicked in – the individual income threshold was $20,000 and asset threshold was just 

$5,000. A significant regulatory burden was imposed on income or assets managed on behalf of someone above these amounts.  

• Once the threshold was met, the PPPR required the formal appointment of a property manager (process, time and energy costs), along with ongoing reporting 

and audit requirements.  

• The Ministry considered the regime to be unnecessarily onerous for these very low income and asset threshold amounts, which hadn’t been updated in years.  

• The Ministry worked with its agency partner, the Ministry of Justice, to highlight these concerns and support changes to the income and asset thresholds.  

• From 3 October 2024, income thresholds increased from $20,000 to $38,800 and will continue to rise in stages to $45,000 over the next 5 years. The asset 

threshold was also increased from $5,000 to $25,000.  

 

 




