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28 March 2025 
 
 

 
Official information request 
Our ref: R00862 
 
 
Tēnā koe   

I refer to your request for information, which was contained within your submission on the 
Ministry for Regulation discussion document “Have your say on the proposed Regulatory 
Standards Bill.”  

You requested the following:  

“In response to the statement by Minister Seymour on page 3 of the discussion 
document that “Most of New Zealand's problems can be traced to poor productivity, 
and poor productivity can be traced to poor regulations”, I encourage the Minister to 
release the evidence in support of this representation.” 

While you submitted your views pertaining to the discussion document on 5 January 2025 
through the Ministry’s RSBconsultation@regulation.govt.nz, a mailbox exclusively 
dedicated to receiving submissions, the Ministerial Services team1 only became aware of 
your information request embedded in your submission during the analysis process. 
While best efforts were made during the submission process to identify Official 
Information Act (OIA) requests, due to the high volume of submissions we received your 
request was only identified on 28 February 2025. We have taken the date when the Ministry 
was made aware of your OIA as the date when we received your information request for 
purposes of the Official Information Act 1982. This is in contrast to the date when your 
email was received in the RSBconsultation mailbox.2  

 
1 The Ministerial Services team in the Ministry for Regulation is responsible for managing and responding to requests for information 
under the Official Information Act 1982. 
2 This is consistent with section 214(b) of the Contract and Commercial Law Act 2017, which dictates the date when an electronic 
communication is taken to be received. Where an agency has designated a particular information system for a particular purpose, such 
as an email address specifically for submissions on a bill, it would be reasonable to take the date an OIA is received through this means 
as the date it comes to the attention of the agency (rather than when the email entered the system). 
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We note that your information request relates to a statement made by the Minister for 
Regulation in the foreword of the discussion document. However, in this letter, we have 
provided some information that we, the Ministry for Regulation, are aware of that relate to 
your request, and in accordance with the OIA . 

Response 

Link between poor productivity and poor regulations  

The New Zealand Productivity Commission (Commission) was previously the 
Government’s key advisor on improving productivity to support the well-being of 
New Zealanders. The Commission was disestablished in February 2024. While the Ministry 
for Regulation (Ministry) has not replaced the Commission, both share a similar interest in 
evidence-based economic analysis and improving New Zealand’s economic productivity. 

We refer you to the Commission’s report published in June 2014, Regulatory institutions 
and practices3. It is the Commission’s final report following an inquiry into New Zealand’s 
regulatory infrastructure and how it can be optimised to deliver better outcomes. 
Please see the following sections of the document: 

• Page 15: About this Inquiry 
• Page 35: Why getting regulation right is important. 

In addition, the Ministry prepared an Interim Regulatory Impact Statement4 (RIS) for the 
proposed Regulatory Standards Bill (Interim Regulatory Statement: Legislating to improve 
transparency of the quality of regulation), which refers broadly to the role that quality 
regulation has in improving New Zealand’s productivity. Please see the following sections 
of the proactively released interim RIS: 

• Page 1: Executive summary 
• Pages 12-17: What is the policy problem or opportunity? What objectives are 

sought in relation to the policy problem?  

Both documents cited above are available on our website.  

Comparison of New Zealand with other economies 

New Zealand is one of 38 member-countries in the Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development (OECD5), an inter-governmental organisation that serves as a 
forum and knowledge hub for data, analysis and best practices in public policy (including 
economic and social policy issues). The OECD has made publicly available, various reports 
on New Zealand’s performance compared to other economies in the OECD. 

 
3 https://www.regulation.govt.nz/support-for-regulators/resources-for-regulators/regulatory-institutions-and-practices/ 
4 https://www.regulation.govt.nz/assets/RIS-Documents/Interim-Regulatory-Impact-Statement-Legislating-to-improve-transparency-of-
the-quality-of-regulation-v2.pdf  
5 https://www.oecd.org/en/countries/new-zealand.html 
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While this information is not held by the Ministry, it may interest you to read though the 
latest OECD Product Market Regulation (PMR) indicators6, which assess the alignment 
of a country’s regulatory framework with internationally-accepted best practices. 
The New Zealand-specific comparison is available at: New Zealand PMR country note7. 

Further information  

We acknowledge your interest in our work on the proposed Regulatory Standards Bill 
(Bill). In December 2024, we proactively released a significant amount of information on 
the Ministry’s website for transparency and to support the submission process on the 
discussion document. A total of 25 documents relating to our work and advice on the 
proposed Bill is listed in Annex A of this response and can be accessed through the 
webpage: Our publications | Ministry for Regulation8.   

We have recently updated the information on our website relating to our work on the Bill, 
including the next steps for considering the submissions we received. We will continue to 
update our website content as our work progresses. For more information, please see 
The Regulatory Standards Bill | Ministry for Regulation9.  

Right of review 

If you wish to discuss this response with us, please contact hello@regulation.govt.nz.  

You have the right to seek an investigation and review by the Ombudsman of this decision. 
Information about how to make a complaint is available at 
www.ombudsman.parliament.nz or freephone 0800 802 602.  

Please note that we may publish this response (with your details removed) on the Ministry 
for Regulation website.  

 
Ngā mihi 

Aisling Risdon 
Head of Ministerial Services 
Ministry for Regulation

 
6 https://www.oecd.org/en/topics/product-market-regulation.html 
7 https://www.oecd.org/content/dam/oecd/en/topics/policy-sub-issues/product-market-regulation/NewZealand_PMRcountrynote.pdf 
8 https://www.regulation.govt.nz/about-us/our-publications/ 
9 https://www.regulation.govt.nz/our-work/regulatory-standards-bill/ 
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